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Came, afterwards, M. le Due, who pretty soon approached
me, and asked if I augured well from the Regent, and if he
•would remain firm. M. le Due had an air of exceeding gaiety,
which was perceptible to those behind the scenes. The Due
de Noailles devoured every thing with his eyes, which sparkled
with anger because he had not been initiated into the secret of
this great day.
In due time M. du Maine appeared in his mantle, entering
Tyy the King's little door. Never before had he made so many
or such profound reverences as he did now—though he was not
usually very stingy of them—then standing alone, resting upon
his stick near the Council table, he looked around at everybody.
Then and there, being in front of him, with the table between
us, I making him the most smiling bow I had ever given him,
and did it with extreme volupty. He repaid me in the same
coin, and continued to fix his eyes upon everybody in turn, his
face agitated, and nearly always speaking to himself.
A- few minutes after M. le Due came to me, begging me to
exhort M. le Due d'Orldans to firmness: then the Keeper of
the Seals came forth for the same purpose. M. le Due d'Orl^ans
himself approached me to say something a moment afterwards,
.and he had no sooner quitted my side thanM.le Due, impatient
and troubled, came to know in what frame of mind was the
Regent. I told him good in a monosyllable, and sent him
.away.
I know not if these movements, upon which all eyes were
fixed, began to frighten the Due du Maine, but no sooner had
M. le Due joined the Regent, after quitting me, than the Due
•du Maine went to speak to the Marshal de Villeroy and to
D'EfEat, both seated at the end of the room towards the King's
little door, their backs to the wall. They did not rise for the
Due du Maine, who remained standing opposite, and quite near
them, all three holding long discourses, like people who deli-
berate with embarrassment and surprise, as it appeared to me
by the faces of the two I saw, and which I tried not to lose
sight of.
During this time M. le Due d'Orleans and M. le Due spoke to

